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1853 



August 8,1903 



reports for the week ended July 19, 1902. Daring the week 3 vessels 
were inspected and held in quarantine, as follows: French steamship 
Salvador, on the 17th, from Port au Prince, Jeremie, Les Oayes, Jacmel, 
Santo Domingo, and Mayaguez ; 17 pieces of baggage aud 2 sacks of 
mail from Haiti and Santo Domingo were disinfected and 16 pieces 
inspected and passed. The Cuban steamship Julia, on the 18th, from 
Havana, Nuevitas, Gibara, Baracoa, Santiago, Santo Domingo, and 
Macoris ; 69 pieces of baggage and 2 sacks of mail from Santo Domingo 
were disinfected and 32 pieces, principally from Cuba, were inspected 
and passed. The Spanish steamship Monserrat on the 19th, from Havana, 
Port Limon, Colon, Sabanilla, Puerto Cabello, and La Guaira ; 12 pieces 
of baggage from Port Limon and 1 sack of mail were disinfected, and 
11 passengers for this port permitted to land, being considered immune. 
Four bills of health were issued during the week. Nothing of interest 
in sanitary or quarantine lines has occurred. 

Eespectfully, Fernando ALEStAN, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, In Temporary Charge. 
The Surgeon- General. 



Inspection of immigrants at San Juan and subports for the week ended July 19, 

1902. 

San Juan, P. E., July 22, 1902. 
Sir : I submit herewith report of alien steerage passengers arriving 
at this port during the week ended July 19, 1902 : 



Date. 


Vessel. 


Where from. 


No. of 
immi- 
grants. 


July 16 






1 


July 17 


French steamship Olinde Rodrigues.. 




17 


July 19 




12 










30 











Eespectfully, 



The Surgeon-General. 



H. S. Mathewson, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, 
Chief Quarantine Officer for Porto Rico. 



Inspection of immigrants at Ponce and supports for the week ended July 19, 

1902. 

Ponce, P. E., July 21, 1902. 
Sir : Through the chief quarantine officer for Porto Eico, I submit 
herewith report of alien steerage passengers arriving at this port during 
the week ended July 19, 1902 : 



Date. 


Vessel. 


Where from . 


No. of 

immi- 
grants. 








17 








11 






Havana, Port Limon, Colon, Sabanilla, 
Puerto Cabello, La Guaira. 


11 










39 











Eespectfully, Ferdinand Aleman, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, In Temporary Charge. 
The Surgeon- General. 



August $1902 1854 

San Juan, P. B., July 22, 1902. 
Sir: I submit herewith report of alien steerage passengers arriving 
during the week ended July 19, 1902, at the subports of Porto Eico. 

Muyaguez. — July 16, French steamship Salvador, from Haitian and 
Dominican ports, with 5 immigrants. Other subports, no transactions. 
Eespectfully, H. S. Mathewson, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, 
Chief Quarantine Officer for Porto Rico. 
The Suegeon-Geneeal. 

EUSSIA.. 

Two cases of plague in Odessa. 

Odessa Etjssia, July 10, 1902. 
Sie : I have the honor to report that I cabled this day as follows : 
Hay, Secretary of Slate, Washington, D. C: Plague. — Heenan. 

On June 30 I heard a rumor that plague existed in this city. I inves- 
tigated the matter with the following result : About the middle of June 
a man residing in the central part of the city was taken ill at his home 
and was thence removed to the town hospital. At the time no special 
attention was paid to the case, and it was regarded as an ordinary 
case of bubo. There was no fever for several days and the patient 
remained in the ward with other patients who were suffering from non- 
infectious and noncontagious diseases. A sudden rise of temperature, 
with marked lung symptoms, caused alarm and the patient was at once 
isolated. Subsequent bacteriological investigations showed the case to 
be one of pneumonic plague. The man is still in hospital, but has 
recovered from the disease. No official announcement of the existence 
of plague has been made. As there was but 1 case, and that was not 
officially notified to be a case of plague, I refrained from telegraphing 
to the Department. My colleagues here adopted the same course, as it 
seemed unfriendly to do otherwise under the circumstances. It would, 
of course, be difficult to prove the case to be one of plague should the 
authorities deny it. I determined however, should a second case occur, 
to telegraph the Department. The second case has occurred and the 
particulars are as follows : A man was taken ill at his home near the 
old cemetery on or about July 1, and three days later was taken to the 
Jewish hospital, where he remained till last night, when he was removed 
to the town hospital and found to be suffering from bubonic plague. 
During his stay in the Jewish hospital the disease was not suspected, 
nor was any written record kept of his case. This is all the informa- 
tion in my possession at the present time. There is no official announce- 
ment as yet that the plague exists in the city. The serious part of the 
matter is the fact that both of these cases of plague occurred among 
residents of the city, and were not brought in from the outside. As far 
as could be ascertained, there was no connection between the two cases, 
nor were the men known to each other, though their places of residence 
were not a great distance apart. Ever since plague existed here in 
1901, the specialists at the bacteriological station have been experiment- 
ing on rats captured or trapped at different localities throughout the 
city. These experiments showed that an occasional rat was contami- 
nated with elements of plague, because other animals inoculated with 
the cultures taken from the rat developed well-marked symptoms of 



